
the concert.  All he 

has to do is pick a 

piece of music from 

the  l i s t  and      

practise. I am sure 

he is up to this, as 

are we all.  It is a 

great chance to 

make new friends, 

and hopefully keep 

the relationship that 

we have with both 

the German band 

and  Crumpsal l  

Concert Band.  We 

all hope that we 

can have more  

rehearsals with the 

G e r m a n s  a n d 

Crumpsall Band and 

we are looking  

forward to the trip.  

The band has just 
entered a very  

exciting moment in 
time. 
We have finally 
confirmed the travel 

arrangements for 
t h e  t r i p  t o    
Bremerhaven in 

Germany.  We all 
e n j o y e d  t h e      
rehearsal that the 
German conductor 

took on February 
24th.  It was the 
first time that many 
of the Crumpsall 

players had been to 
our band room, and 
after the tidying we 

have done over the 
last few weeks, I 
hope that they 
were impressed. 

One of our new 

players made a real 

impression on the 

conductor, our new 

drummer Nick Mills, 

he made her work 

harder than ever to 

try and keep the 

band up to tempo.  

After a bit, he 

started playing up 

to speed, and all 

were happy. The 

band then took the 

guests for a meal in 

Manchester .  A 

really enjoyable 

night was had, and 

Nick was told that 

even though the 

German band has 4 

percussionists, he 

will have a spot in  

The Search For A New Musical Director 

On a more sombre 

note, our conductor 

Dave Caine has 

retired from the role 

of Musical Director.  

We do however, 

h a v e  a  n ew        

conductor raring to 

go.  Rachel Doyle, 

who also conducts 

t h e  A b n e y          

Orchestra , has 

agreed to take us up 

on a temporary  

basis as our new 

conductor. We all 

wish Dave the best 

for the future, and 

hope that he will 

still play with us 

whenever he can, 

whether it be on 

French Horn or  

Euphonium.  We all 

hope that we can 

find a permanent 

Conductor soon, as 

it helps the band 

settle into a routine.  

If you know of  

anyone who would 

like to conduct 

Adamsons, please 

ask them to contact 

me or the band  

s e c r e t a r y  o n 

07986131448 at any 

time of the day.   

Special points of 

interest: 

¶ The Day The 

Germans Came 

¶ Searching For 

O u r  N e w      

Conductor 

¶ C o n c e r t        

Information 

¶ Fundraising Plans 

for the very Near 

Future 

¶ Training Band 

Info 

¶ Old And New 

Players 
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The Clarinet. Played by  

striking a reed with the 
tongue whilst blowing air 
through the mouthpiece.  
Usually, the clarinet is made 

of wood, but most students 
use plastic clarinets as it is 
easier to play and lighter 

than the wooden clarinets.  
Usually in the key of B-flat, 
but can also be in E-flat, C 

and A. 

The Day The Germans Came 
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The Tuba. Played by 

use of a cup-shape 

m o u t h p i e c e  a n d        

vibrating the lips as if     

blowing a raspberry. 
The lowest pitched 

brass instrument. Can be 

seen with 3,4 or 5 

valves. It is the driving 

force of the band, as it is 

usually playing on the 

beat. 



We have finally organized our 

first concert of the year. 

It will be on Saturday 26th 

March at Hope Church in 
Stalybridge.  The start time 

will be 8pm, and is held to 

help support a charity that 

helps people with clothes, 

shoes and other items. 

 

We all hope that you can 

make it to the concert, as it 

will be the first time that   

Rachel will be conducting and 

your support will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Other concerts and marches 

that are already confirmed up 

to and including June are: 

 
 

Sunday 17th April 

Manchester St. Georges    

Parade 11:30am 

Sunday 8th May 

Tulip Sunday - Stamford Park 

Ashton - Concert 1:30pm & 

2:45 pm 

Sunday 12th June 

Whit Sunday St. Marks 9am 

Dukinfield 
 

 

Sunday 12th June 

Whit Sunday St. Hildaôs 2pm 

Audenshaw 

Friday 27th June 
St. Johnôs Whit Friday 

Dukinfield 

 

In the next newsletter, I will 

be adding a report and a list of 

music played in the concerts 

and marches. 

Fundraising For Heating 

sell items members have 

brought in, as well as CDs 

and Cassettes that the band 

have recorded in the past. 
We are also hoping to get 

some free air-time on local 

radio stations such as     

Tameside Radio and Oldham 

Community Radio. 

I will keep you up to date 

with all these different events, 

as well as when the radio  

advertising is most likely to 

happen. 

There is also talk of holding a 
Paper Quiz every concert, 

where the prize will be    

something like a bottle of      

Champagne donated by  

members of the band.  

We also have individual band 

members doing fundraising, 

such as our Chairman, Neil 

Bai ley,  is doing the          

Manchester to Blackpool  

Cycle (thatôs about 50 miles 

of fun).  He is doing this to 
help raise money for the band.  

If anyone else in the band is 

doing  an y in dividua l        

fundraising, I will let you 

know and I hope that you will 

support them. 

We are also hoping to raise 
some money by sending 

clothes and items via a website 

called Bag 2 The Future. 

We are  holding a collection 

day for any unwanted items 

such as clothes and electrical 

items.  This will be held on 

Saturday 2nd April between 

10am and 1pm. 

If anyone has any other ideas 

that can help us to raise 

money, please let me know 

and I will put it towards the 

band and hopefully you will 

be       mentioned in the next 

newsletter as helping the band 

out in our time of need. As 

a lwa ys ,  an y an d  al l            

donations are welcome, and if 

you know of anybody who is 

thinking of raising money for 

charity, please ask them if 

t h ey w ou l d  con s i d e r      

Adamson Band as their 

choice. 

The band has recently decided 

that it is time for a new    

heating system to be placed in 

the band room.  This has 
come around as the band 

room is currently heated by 

some   storage heaters that 

have been in place since the 

1980s, and have seen        

better days,   and    they      eat        

electricity for the fun of it. 

This is an expensive          

endeavor,  and to raise money 

the band is hoping to hold 

some fundraising days to help 
raise enough money to make 

this viable.  Fundraising is of 

the upmost importance to the 

band this year 

We are hoping to go into  

supermarkets and shopping 

centres and play for two to 

three hours at a time.  This is 

just to get the ball rolling. 

We are also hoping to get a 

spot on the Ashton Farmerôs 

Market (which is held on the 
last Sunday of each month), 

where we will be marching 

and have a stall, which we can 
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òFundraising is 

of the upmost 

importance to 

the band this 

year.ó 

The Trumpet. Played by 

use of a cup-shape 
mouthpiece and vibrating 
the lips as if blowing a 
raspberry. The highest 

pitched brass instrument 
in the band, it uses three 
valves to change notes. In 

the key of B-flat, it is  
usually used for fanfares. 

The Trombone. Played by 

use of a cup-shape 
mouthpiece and vibrating 
the lips as if blowing a 
raspberry. There are 7 

different positions on the 
slide, each about 3 inches 
apart. Some Trombones 

also have a trigger that 
changes the key of the 
instrument. 



Donôt forget that Adamsons 

has itôs very own Training 

band. 

 It is a friendly atmosphere 
which can help with your 

playing, confidence, the 

chance to play in concerts 

throughout the year, and make 

new friends. 

 

There will be members of the 

main Adamson Band also  

attending to help anyone with 

any inquiries about any wind 

instruments, music, or to learn 
from. 

 

Rehearsals will take place on 

Thursdays, starting on the 6th 

May between 6:30pm and 

7:30pm in the old courthouse 
on Russell Street in       

Dukinfield. 

 

Any and all ages and abilities 

are welcome to come and join. 

had to hand over the reins to 

me for the newsletter.  I hope 

you like the new format.  If 

anyone has any news related 
to the band, let me know in 

time to put it in the next  

newsletter.   

I myself was given the award 

as Most Improved Player of 

the Year, an award I was not 

expecting to get.  This was 

due to the fact that I not only 

took the Solo Clarinet spot 

We also had our Annual   

General Meeting on 27th   

February.  The turn out was 

better than expected and we 
found out that we had 29   

engagements throughout the 

2010 year.  This is where it 

was voted that we needed a 

new heating system by the 

new committee.  Charlotte, 

who last ran the newsletter, is 

now our Vice Chairperson and 

due to time constraints, has 

from Charlotte (again due to 

time constraints with practice) 

and I also run the Training 

Band which helps the new 
members of the band with 

confidence. This also gives 

me the opportunity to lead a 

band, and with it being a 

training band, it seemed like a 

good idea to have a conductor 

in training, that way we all 

learn together. 

The Outcome Of 2010 

The Losses And The Gains 

enjoys her new home and that 

she can come back and visit 

us every now and again, or 

when times are desperate and 
we are in need of a French 

Horn.  Apart from that, the 

new players we have are; Jack 

and Vicky on Clarinet, Bev on 

Alto Sax and Roy on Tenor 

Sax. Although they may have 

felt out of their depth to begin 

with, they have now got use to 

the band lifestyle, how things 

work and playing with a band. 

I hope that they will stay with 

us for many years to come. 

Within the last year we have 

seen new players and we have 

lost some players. 

Notable, we have lost our 
French Horn player Jenny 

Thomas, who was the first 

female player to join     

Adamsons.   

She and her husband Alan, 

who played Baritone with the 

band for a number of years, 

have now gone to live in   

Norfolk.  We hope that she 

Training Band 
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ò..Jenny Thomas, 

who was the first 

female player to 

join Adamsonsó 

The Alto Saxophone. Played 

by striking a reed with the 
tongue whilst blowing air 
through the mouthpiece. 
More known for Jazz bands, 

the saxophone has a mellow 
tone that is a great addition 
to any wind band.  In the 

key of E-flat, it blends in 
with either woodwind or 
brass ensembles. 

The French Horn. Played by 

use of a cup-shape    
mouthpiece and vibrating 
the lips as if blowing a        
raspberry. Within brass 

bands, this instrument is 
usually     replaced by the 
Tenor Horn, whilst it is used 

within   Military Bands. Due 
to itõs strange shape, the 
player has to place their 

right hand up the bell, and 
press the three valves with 
the left. 



Donõt forget to check out our website. 

It has information on our up and coming engagements,      

pictures and the history of the band. 

It also includes links to events like Grasmere Sports Show, 

which is held every August bank holiday, videos on YouTube, 

and Twitter. 

Also, check out websites of our friends. 

www.abneyorchestra.org 

www.crumpsallconcertband.co.uk 

In each newsletter, I will also be adding a history of an        
instrument used within the band. This time, it is the Flute, see 

below for full details. The next newsletter will include the   

history of the Clarinet. 

the  German Flute. Whereas 

today it is cylindrical in bore, 

stopped at one end, until the 

early 19th Century, it was    

conical. The playerõs breath sets 

in vibration the column of air 

inside the tube. Acoustically, the 

tube acts as an on open one: the 

mouth-hole serves to prevent its 

acting as stopped and thus 

sounds an octave lower. The 

body original ly had one      

thumb-hole and from 4-8      

finger-holes.  The first key was 

added in 1677, the second in 

1726 by Quantz, Flute teacher of       

Frederick the Great. The great 

Flute virtuoso of the Bavarian 

Court Orchestra, Theobald 

Boehm, used an 8-key Flute, but 

revolutionized the instrument in 

1832 with his ring-key system. In 

The Flute is a Wind Instrument 

of ancient origin formerly made 

of wood, but now of silver and 

other metals. From medieval 

times 2 methods of producing 

sound were used. 

1: Blowing across a round mouth

-hole as on the panpipes or 

transverse (side-blown) 

2: Blowing into a whistle mouth-

piece (end-blown) as on the  

recorder or flageolet. 

The word Flute was used     

indiscriminately to denote both 

types during the medieval times, 

but in the baroque period, Flute 

or Flauto specifically meant the 

end-blown recorder. The     

modern Flute is descended from 

1847, he produced a 15-hole 

metal instrument with 23 keys 

and levers. The Flute is in the key 

of C. Other types of Flutes   

include: 

Piccolo: This is in C and is 

pitched an octave above the 

Flute 

Alto Flute; this is in G and is 

notated a 4th above actual sound 

Bass Flute; this is in C and is 

pitch one octave below the   

ordinary Flute. 

Bent-Head Flute: This in C like 

the Flute, but like the Bass Flute, 

has a bent head so it is easier for 

younger students to reach the 

lower keys. 

History of the Flute 

www.adamsonband.co.uk 
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